11 July 1861. 24 & 25 Vict. 




A 

BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE SELECT COMMITTEE] 

FOR 

The Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages 
in Ireland. 

NEW TITLE FOR THIRD READING. 

An Act for the Registration of Marriages in Ireland. 

W HEREAS an Act was passed in the Seventh and Eighth Preamble. 

Years of the Reign of Her present Majesty, Chapter 7 & 8 Vict. 
Eighty-one, intituled “ An Act for Marriages in Ireland} c ' 

“ and for registering such Marriages And whereas it is expedient 
5 to amend the said Act, and to extend its Provisions to the Registra- 
tion of all Marriages lawfully solemnized in Ireland : Be it therefore 
enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of 
10 the same, as follows : 



Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be cited for all Purposes as “ The Marria°e Short Title. 
Registration (Ireland) Act, 1861.” 

2. This Act shall come into operation on the First Day of Commence- 

15 January One thousand eight hundred and sixty-two. mentofAct. 

3. The said recited Act and this Act shall be incorporated, and Incorpora- 

shall be construed together as One Act. / tl0n Clause. 

4. The Expression “ Clergyman,” as herein-after used, shall mean interpreta- 
every Person in Holy Orders of the United Church of England and tion Clause. 
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Ireland, every Roman Catholic Priest, and every Presbyterian Minister 
of a certified Presbyterian Meeting House : 

Registrar. The Expression “ Registrar,” as herein-after used, shall mean the 
District Registrars of Marriages appointed by the Lord Lieutenant 
under the s aid recited Act : 5 

Lord Lieu- The Expression “Lord Lieutenant in Council, 5 ' as herein-after used, 
Council. shall mean the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland, by aud with the Advice of Pier Majesty’s Privy Council 
in Ireland. 

Registration of Marriages. 10 

Marriages to 5. Every Clergyman and Registrar, immediately after every 
in D^Ucate d Marriage lawfully solemuized by or before him, shall enter or cause 
to be entered in Duplicate, in the Marriage Register Book or Books 
to be furnished to him by the Registrar General the several Particulars 
relating to such Marriage according to the Form (G.) to the said 15 
recited Act annexed, aud every such Entry shall be signed by such 
Clergyman or Registrar, as the Case may be, and by the Parties 
married, and by Two Witnesses, and shall be made in Order from the 
Beginning to the End of each Book, and the Number of the Place of 
Entry in each Duplicate Marriage Register Book, shall be the 20 
same. 



Duplicates 
aud certified 
Copies of 
Registers of 
Marriages 
to be sent to 
Superinten- 
dent Regis- 
trar. 



6. Every such Clergyman or Registrar shall, in the Months of July 
and January respectively, on such Days as shall from Time to Time 
be appointed by the Registrar General, with the Approval of the 
Lord Lieutenant, make aud send to the Registrar General, on One of 25 
the Forms to be furnished to him by the Registrar General, a true 
Copy, certified by him under his Hand, of all the. Entries of Mar- 
riages during the Six Months last preceding in the Register Book or 
Books kept by him, the first of such certified Copies to be given in 
the Month of July One thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, and if 30 
there shall have been no Marriage entered therein since the last Cer- 
tificate, shall certify the Fact under his Hand, and he shall keep the 
said Marriage Register Book or Books safely until the same shall be 
filled. One of the Duplicates of every such Register Book, when 
filled, shall be sent to the Registrar General, and the other of such 35 
Duplicates shall remain in the Custody of such Clergyman or 
Registrar. 



Fees. 7. Every Clergyman required by the said recited Act or this Act 

to keep a Register or Registers of Marriage shall be entitled to receive 
Two Shillings and Sixpence for every Entry in the certified Copies 40 
furnished by him to the Registrar General, and all such Sums shall 
be paid by the Registrar General as Part of the Expenses of the 
General Register Office. 

8. It 
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8 It shall be lawful for every Clergyman or Registrar by whom Roman 
any such Marriage shall be solemnized to ask of the Parties to be 
married the several Particulars herein required to be registered or Registrar 
touching such Marriage : Provided always, that when a Roman partiTukrs 
5 Catholic Clergyman shall have celebrated Marriage between Persons required to 
who shall have been previously joined in Marriage by a Clergyman of ^^ i8_ 
the United Church of England and Ireland, or otherwise according to 
Law, it shall not be necessary for such Roman Catholic Clergyman 
to register the Marriage so celebrated by him as last aforesaid. 

Penalties. 

20 9. Every Person who shall wilfully make or cause to be made, for 

the Purpose of being inserted in the Register of Birth, Death, or 
Marriage, any false Statement touching any of the Particulars herein 
required to be known and registered, shall be subject to the same 
Pains and Penalties as if he were guilty of Peijury. 

15 10. Every Person who shall refuse or without reasonable Cause 

omit to register any Marriage solemnized by him and which he ought 
to register, and every Person having the Custody of any Register 
Book or certified Copy 'thereof or of any Part thereof, who shall 
carelessly lose or injure the same, or carelessly allows the same to be 
2 o injured whilst in his Keeping, shall forfeit a Sum not exceeding Five 
Pounds for every such Offence. 

11. Every Person who under the Provisions of this Act is required penalty for 
to make and send to the Registrar General a certified Copy of the neglecting 
Entries of any Marriages registered by him, or the Certificate certified 
required by this Act that there have been no Entries since Copies of 
the last Certificate, and who, after being duly required by the Bookt^ 
Registrar General to deliver such certified Copy or such Certificate 

as aforesaid, shall refuse or during One Calendar Month neglect 
to do so, shall be liable for every such Offence to forfeit a 
3Q Sum not exceeding Ten Pounds, to be recovered at the Suit of the 
Registrar General, as other Penalties for Offences against this Act 
are made recoverable. 

12. All Penalties imposed by this Act shall be recoverable by Recovery 
Civil Bill before the Chairman of the Quarter Sessions of the County o{ Penalties. 

3 _ in which the Person liable to such Penalties shall reside, at the Suit 
of the Registrar General or of the aggrieved Party. 

General Provisions. 

13. Every Person who shall have the Keeping for the Time being Searchees to 
of any Register Book of Marriages wherein any Marriage shall have lje made and 
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Certificates been registered under the said recited Act or this Act shall at all 
given. reasonable Times allow Searches to be made in any such Register 
Book, and shall give a Copy, certified under his Hand, of any Entry 
or Entries i:i the same, on the Payment of the Fee herein-after 
Fees. named ; that is to say, for every Search extending over a Period of 5 

not more than One Year a Sum of One Shilling,, aud Sixpence 
additional for every additional Year, and the Sum of Two Shillings 
and Sixpence for every single Certificate, in addition to the Stamp 
Duty of One Penny, imposed by an Act of last Session, Chapter 
Fifteen. 10 



Indexes to 
be kept, at 
General 
Register 
Office ; 
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certified Co- 
pies given. 
Fees. 



Register 
Books to bo 
provided. 



14r. The Registrar General shall cause Indexes of all the certified 
Copies of the Registers of Marriages to be made and kept in the 
General Register Office; and every Person shall be entitled to 
search the said Indexes between the Hours of Ten in the Morning 
and Four in the Afternoon of every Day, except Sundays, Christmas 15 
Day, and Good Friday, and to have a certified Copy of any Entry 
in the said certified Copies of the Registers ; and for every General 
Search of the said Indexes the Sum of Twenty Shillings, and for 
every Particular Search the Sum of One Shilling, and for every 
such certified Copy the Sum of Two Shillings and Sixpence, shall 20 
be paid to the Registrar General or such other Officer as shall be 
appointed for that Purpose on his account, in addition to the Stamp 
Duty of One Penny imposed by an Act of the last Session, 
Chapter Fifteen : 

“ General Search ” shall mean a Search during any Number of 25 
successive Days, not exceeding Six, without stating the Object 
of Search : 

“ Particular Search ” shall mean a Search over any Period not 
exceeding Five Years for' any given Register of Birth, Death, 
or Marriage. 30 

15. Upon the Application of the Registrar General, there shall be 
furnished to him from Time to Time, from Her Majesty’s Stationery 
Office, all such Stationery, Books, Indexes, Certificates, Schedules, 
Notices, aud Forms as shall be necessary in the Execution of this 
Act or the Act of the Seventh and Eighth Years of Her Majesty, 35 
Chapter Eighty-one, as the said Registrar General shall require and 
direct. 



Register 16. The Registrar General shall furnish for the Use of every 
Books and Clergyman and Registrar a sufficient Number of all such Marriage 
fenTshedby Register Books and Forms for certified Copies as shall be necessary 40 
Registrar in the Execution of the said recited Act and this Act. 

General. 

17. It 
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17. It shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant in Council from General 
Time to Time, by Order, to make General Rules for the due ^ ules - 
Execution of the said recited Act and this Act, and to regulate the 
Forms of the Register Books and other Documents, and to alter the 
5 Schedules annexed to the said recited Act, regard being always had 
to the Objects and Purposes of this Act, and to rendering the same 
more uniform and effectual, and every such Order shall be published in 
the “Dublin Gazette,” and shall, within Fourteen Days after the same 
shall have been made, be laid before both Houses of Parliament, or, 

10 if Parliament shall not be then sitting, within Fourteen Days after 
the Commencement of the then next Session. 



18. After this Act shall have come into operation, it shall not be nofto send 
necessary for any Clergyman to transmit any Copy of the Marriage Man ' ia € e 
Registers kept by him to any Person, except to the Registrar General, ^lepfto 

Registrar 

General. 
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